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very little acquaintance with poetic methods should have sufficed to prevent. There is no evidence (although there Is a vague tradition) that Goldsmith ever visited Ireland after he left it in 1752, more than fifteen years before he "began to write " The Deserted Village." The poem was conceived in England; and from his desire to prove depopulation in England, was evidently intended to have Its scene in England. But its leading idea was no doubt suggested by the old Napier story familiar to his "boyhood, and sensibly or insensibly, for many of the accessories he drew upon his memories of his Irish liome. There is no reason for supposing that, in " the decent church that topp'd the neighbouring hill," we may n.ot recognize that of Kilkenny West as seen from Lissoy -Parsonage, or that the hawthorn tree was not that immemorial one in front of the village alehouse, which finally fell before the penknives of the curious. In the same "way, the details of the alehouse itself were probably those of some kindred hostelry he had known well at IBallymahon or elsewhere. And it is certain that with the traits of the village preacher are mingled those of liis father, his brother, and perhaps his Uncle Contarine, "while, for the pedagogue, he obviously borrowed some of the characteristics of his old master, Thomas Byrne.
Happily, however, the popularity of "The Deserted "Village" depends neither upon the fidelity of its resemblance to a little hamlet in Westmeath, nor upon the accuracy of its theories as to luxury and depopulation. In this age, when it is not necessary, as in Goldsmith's clays it was, to make declaration of some moral purpose, however doubtful, we are free to disregard its ethical and